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 Abstract 
Antoinette is a chamber opera in one act. It is a dramatization of the events 
leading to the execution of Marie Antoinette and is 30 minutes in length. The 
narrative of the opera was developed together with Vancouver based poet Ray Hsu, 
who wrote the libretto. Antoinette is intended to address modern societal issues 
through musical drama. These issues represent the biographical reality of the 
characters but are intended to resonate with modern audiences. Themes will include 
overconsumption, the dangers of so-called “Strong-man Politics”, mortality, and 
feminism. Antoinette is written for five principle vocalists (soprano, mezzo-soprano, 
tenor, baritone, bass) accompanied by a chamber orchestra which consists of a flute, 
clarinet, percussion (snare drum, bass drum, vibraphone), piano, violin, viola, 
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Hsu. He worked closely with me to develop the story for this opera and wrote this 
incredible libretto, which I have had the privilege to set to music.  
I would like to thank Prof. David Myska, my advisor and mentor, who has 
provided invaluable guidance and support in the creation of this opera. I would also 
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 Instrumentation and Dramatis Personae 
Instrumentation: 
1 Flute 
1 B♭ Clarinet 
1 Piano 







Marie Antoinette – Mezzo-Soprano 
Maximilien Robespierre – Tenor 
King Louis XVI of France – Bass 
Gilbert du Motier – Baritone 
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(Robespierre address the audience as though they are a crowd of  French commoners) 
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(Louis enters and calls to his wife, 
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Of course, your High ness.- Cake?
76










































∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
3
&






/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑








∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
?








































































































































































(the Maid brings Marie a table ﬁlled with dessert, then exits)
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(Marie is alone pacing the stage) 
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(du Motier escorts Marie and Louis off  stage. 
While being lead out Marie gestures to the 



























































/ ∑ ∑ ∑






















œ# œ œ œ#
Œ œ
J












































y- thing- for pro gress- An y- thing-
(musing to himself)
O, Ma-
p pp p pp
 Foreboding (h=72)
110
p pp p pp
&










/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑



























































































straight an ar row- our births lead to our
115
rie, Ma rie.- If cir cum- stan- ces- were dif' - rent.
mf
















/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

























































































































deaths? O, How, in the eyes of God,
120
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(knocks over a prop)
q=q (q=144) q=q (h=72)
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(du Motier drags the Maid offstage,
 the Maid screams from offstage)
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(Marie and Louis are alone on stage)
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(Louis takes off  his crown 
and sets it on the ground) 
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(Marie almost says something, 
but looks away instead) 
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